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ADVERTISEMENT: 


T is hoped the late GENERAL Fasr, fo ſolemnly obſerved, 
and on ſo affecting an Occaſion, has had a conſiderable Ef- 
fect in diſpoſing many to Thoughts of their Duty: If the en- 
ſuing Diſcourſe may in any Degree contribute to continue the 
ſerious Impreſſion in the Pariſh and Neighbourhood where it 
was preached, it will need no other Apology for this publick 
Appearance with all its. Defects; eſpecially as my Bookſeller 
informs me no other Publication, in this Part of the Kingdom, 
on this Subject, which. is not of one Day” 8 Irqportance, has 
come to his Knowledge. 
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THE EARTH TREMBLED AND QUAKED: TIE 

_ very Fouxnpattons atso of THE HILLS 
SHOOK, AND WERE REMOVED, BECAUSE 
HE WAS WROT H. 


ef. T' is not agreed among the Commentators, 
whether the Deſcription in this Pſalm, of 
Thunder, Lightning and Earthquake ſhould 
be literally or figuratively underſtood. The 
whole Pſalm is a Song of Triumph, com- 
poſed and ſung by David, as the Title ex- 
preſſes it, when the Lord had delivered him 
from his Enemies, and from the Hand of Saul. — In celebrating 
the gracious Interpoſition of the Almighty in his Defence, he is 
thought by ſome to make uſe of theſe grand Images, Thunder, 
Lightning and Earthquake ; not as what really happened, or 
were actually employed at that Time, in the Deſtruction of his 
Enemies; but only as being in themſelves the moſt auguſt Ma- 
nifeſtations of a divine Preſence and Majeſty, and the moſt 
nn Expreſſions of God's Wrath and Diſpleaſure. Others 
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ſcem to think theſe dreadful Effects were actually produced at 
that Time for the Deſtruction of David's Enemies, and in Vin- 
dication of his righteous Cauſe. The figurative Senſe appears 
the more probable, becauſe we have no mention made in the 
facred Hiſtory of any ſuch Earthquake in the Time of David, 
as is here alluded to; and becauſe tis not unuſual in holy Writ 
fo repreſent the Power, Majeſty and Indignation of God by the 
Terrors of Fire, Thunder, Lightning, and the ſhaking of the 
Earth and Heavens. 


Tun Words, however originally intended] in this Pſalm, may 
ſerve very ſuitably to fix our Attention on the ſolemn Buſineſs 
of this Day, appointed by his Majeſty for a Day of general Faſt- 
ing and Humiliation ; to deplore a Calamity no way figurative, 
but actual and real, and attended with every Circumſtance of 
Diſtreſs and Horror, lately befallen a neighbouring, and friendly 
Nation; to expreſs our Thankfulneſs for that Mercy which 
ſpared Us in the Midſt of Judgment; and to avert thoſe Evils, 
we have Reafon to fear hang over'our Heads, by entering i into 
immediate Refolutions of Repentance and national Reformation. 
| The Earth trembled and quaked; the very Foundations alſo of the 
| b Hills ſhook, ond were removed, becauſe He was wroth. 


| 1. Wr are firſt to . ie the dreadful Ke befallen a 
neighbouring and friendly Nation, viz, the Kingdom of Portu- 
[ gal; and ſympathiſe with the Sufferers for the Deſtruction of the 
| City of Liſton, by a moſt amazing and devouring Earthquake. 
g The Particulars of this Diſtreſs have been ſo much the Subject 
of general Converſation, that there is no Oecaſion to give you a 


particular Recital of them. Imagine only to yourſclves, (if any 
Ima- 
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Imagination can paint ſuch a Scene of Horrours) imagine you ſee a 
wealthy and flouriſhing-City, abounding with all the Bleſſings 
which an extenſive Commerce can collect from all Quarters of 
the habitable Earth: A City, that (for its immenſe Riches, 
drawn from her Gold and Silver Mines, both at Home and in 
India) might juſtly be ſtiled The Treaſure- bouſe of Europe: A 
City at Peace to enjoy unmoleſted (ah! *tis to be feared too 
ſecurely indulging), the treacherous Delights of Affluence and 
Eaſe; no Enemy without, no Faction within, to diſturb its 


Repoſe, or alarm its Fears: Imagine this populous and renown- . 


cd City ſull of Natives and Foreigners, apprehending no more 
Danger than we that are here preſent do this Moment ; when lo! 
of a ſudden, in the Space of a few Hours, we may ſay of a few 
Minutes, behold the ſame City a Heap of Ruins, and a Pile of 
Aſhes, all its Grandeur vaniſhed as a Shadow; its Treaſures and 
precious Things ſunk into the Bowels of the Earth from whence 
they had been dug; its numerous Inhabitants, either buried be- 
neath the Rubbiſn; eſcaping with half their mangled Limbs ; or 
ſurviving only to be the Prey of Grief and Poverty; without 
Diſtinction of Age or Sex, of Rank or Fortune, the higheſt 
and the loweſt, the Lord and the Servant, the ſtrong and the 
weak, the Parent and the Child, the delicate Lady and hardy 
Soldier; Perſons of every Condition and Circumſtance fall un- 
diſtinguiſhed, and mix together in one and the ſame confuſed 
Maſs of Miſery and Deſolation. Among the wretched Survi- 
vors, behold the wealthy Merchant turned at once into a needy 
Beggar : The Man of Quality ſtripped of all his Pre-eminence ; 
and the King himſelf, who in the Morning roſe to all the Splen- 
dour of Empire and Sovereign Dignity, caſt down by Noon, 
with his Royal Conſort and Offspring, to the loweſt Depths of 
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Want and Deſtitution, eſcaping, as holy Fob expreſſes it, with 
the Skin of bis Teeth : Or, as he is ſaid moſt emphatically and pa- 
thetically to have himſelf ſet forth the Extremity' of his Diſtreſs 
to a Brother Monarch; Without Kingdom, without Subjects, 
« without Money, and without Attendants.** A Calamity this, 
from which no King could be ſaved by the Multitude of an Hoſt, 
neither any mighty Man deliver himſelf by much Strength : A Ca- 
lamity that took the City as it were by Surprize, without No- 
tice, without Warning, affording no Time to prepare againſt 
its Violence, or fly from its Fury; but ſpreading Havock and 
Deſolation in an Inſtant to all Corners. The Lives faid to be 
conſumed (tho* perhaps not yet thoroughly known) amount to 
Thirty-five Thouſands, befides the Multitudes of bruifed and 
mangled Bodies, which have been dug up, and extracted from 
the Ruins. For producing ſo general a Deſolation one Cauſe 
alone did not ſuffice; it ſeemed as if all the Elements had held a 
Council, and conſpired together to overthrow this devoted City. 
The Earth, as if weary of her Load, heaved up her mighty 
Maſs, and ſhook the Foundations on which it was built. The 
Air pent up in ſubterranean Caverns, laboured for Vent, and 
diſdaining Confinement, forced its Way by ſulphureous Exha- 
lations. The Waters ſwelling with Rage, lifted themſelves up 
on high, and as in Battle-array, invaded the Coaſt; and yet 
more deſtructive than all, the Flames of Fire were kindled, and 
devour'd at Will, Houſes, Churches, Furniture, Treaſure, Inhabi- 
tants, till the whole Deſolation was complete. Shall we not then 
take up as it were a Lamentation for Tyre, this trading and 
wealthy. City ?—Shall we not ſay in the Words of the Prophet, 
Ho art, thou deſtroyed, which art ſituated at the Entry 
* of the. Sea, which art a Merchant of the People for many 
« Iles! 
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* Iftes! Is this your joyous City, whoſe Merchants were Prin- 
* ces! When thy Wares went forth out of the Seas, thou fil- 
* ledſt many People, thou didſt enrich the Kings of the Earth, 
*« with the Multitude of thy Riches, and of thy Merchandiſe. 
* Thou ' ſhalt no more rejoice, O thou deſerted Daughter of 
* ** Zidon! The Noiſe of thy Songs ſhall ceaſe, and the Sound of 
*© thy Harps ſhall be no more heard: Thou art brought dawn, 
<* as them that deſcend into the Pit. Thou art become a deſo- 
< late City, as thoſe which are not inhabited, thy Walls are 
broken down, thy pleaſant Houſes are deſtroy'd, and thy 
Stones and thy Timber, and thy Duſt in the Midſt of the Wa- 
te ter. Shall not the Iſles ſhake at the Sound of thy Fall, when 
* the Wounded cry, when the Slaughter is made in the Midſt of 
te thee ? Yea, the Princes of the Sea ſnall came dowd from their 
5+ Thrones, and lay away their Robes, and put aff their broider- 
* ed Garments; they ſhall clothe themſelves with Trembling, 
s they ſhall fir upon the Ground, and ſhall tremble at every 
% Moment, and ſhall be aſtoniſhed at * 0 INN ooh a 
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Tr US ade” common Rane oblige us to ument the 
Ruin of this famous City, and to take a Share with the unhappy 
| Sufferers in this fatal Cataſtrophe and while we are aſtoniſhed 
at che Swiftneſs of the Deſtruction, our Hearts muſt melt in 
Sympathy for our Fellow Creatures who underwent it. No 
Diſtance ot Place, or Difference of Religion, ought to ſtifle the 
tender Emotions of Pity and Compaſſion towards Objects ſo grie- 
vouſly diſtreſſed. Our near Connexions of Alliance and Com- 
ererß ba the great Part which many of our Countrymen bear, 
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in the Conſequences of this diſmal and tragical Event, muſt 
bring the Concern ſtill nearer Home to us, and demand an uni- 
verſal Voice of Pity and Lamentation throughout our Land. 
And with no ſmall Pleaſure and Complacency will all humane 
and benevolent Eugliſumen congratulate one another, that they 
live under a King Who was no negligent Obſerver of fo dread- 
ſul a Viſitation, but moſt affectionately laid to Heart this heavy 
Affliction of a neighbouring Nation, and with a Speed and Ge- 
neroſity equal to the extreme Neceſſity of the ſurviving Sufferers, 
extended that beneficent and hoſpitable Relief to the Diſtreſſed, 
for which the Engliſb Nation has ever been, (and I hope will ever 

be) renowned in the Earth: And now having diſcharged this 

Office of Humanity, he calls upon his People, as well becomes 

a Chriſtian Prince, and Defender of the Faith, to fall down 

with him on this Day in adoring the Hand: of Providence from 
whence this Defolation came; to humble themſelves: at tlie 
Footſtool of Heaven; and, learning Repentance at the Expence 

of others Experience, gratefully to confeſs the Mercy of Heaven, 

in preſerving us from feeling a Calamity which cannot be heard 

of or deſcribed, without raiſing the utmoſt Degree of Horrour 
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1110 with an uſeleſs! Amaze gi let us in the gext Place proceec 

to Tuch religious Reflections asm] ariſe: com the Review 

of it: Let us tonſider they Auther the: End and Furpoſe of 

ſuch deſtructive Calamities, and «raw: from thence ſuch ſerious 
Semiments and mn a. Day's — een wha in- 
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1. W alba Gila the NOT) Ceuſes by 0 the City of 
Libor was overthtown: The four Elements, the Earth, the 
Air, Fite and Water, concurred in bringing it to paſs. And 
here ſome ſtop ſhort and acquieſce; becauſe they can aſſign the 
the natutal Cauſe; they call it 4 natural Event, and go no higher. 
But this is juſt as wiſe as when. you. perceive a gteat Tree to be 
tut down you content yourſelf! with ſaying, it was an Ax that 
eut it down; and that it was natural for an Ax to cut down 
Trees: Or, as when ſome huge Rock is blown up, you re- 
ſolve it into the Force of Gunpowder; which was Jodged in its 


Entrails. But ſtill muſt there not be à Hand to direct and 


guide the Stroke, and to place the Train; and ate not theſe 
the true and proper Cauſes by which the Tree falls, and 
the Rock is rent aſunder? Thus the Elements are not Agents, 
but merely paſſive Inſtruments: The great and wonderful Ef- 
fects produced by them, (eſpecially ſuch as the Fall of Cities and 
Overthrow' of Nations) loudly proclaim the Hand and Coun- 
ſel of One, who guides and governs them in theſe Operations, 
It is no matter whether you can explain the whole Phænomenon 
of an Earthquake; this would be only explaining the mechanic 
Power of an Ax“, or the Force of Gunpowder: It would only 
be acquainting yourſelf by what Laws the Elements are govern- 
ed, in producing this Effect; but would by no means ſatisfy 
the intelligent Mind till he arrived at a prime Mover who puts 
them all in Motion, and directs their Force. And to whom will 
you aſeribe the Direction of the Elements in any particular In- 
ſtance, but to their original Author? Who will you ſay makes 
the Clock ſtrike at Twelve, but the Artiſt who compoſed it ? 
| MN en SHY 31h 57 Te | Can 
* Shall the Ax boaſt itſelf againſt him that heweth therewith ? Iſ. x, 15. 
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(8) 
Can we ſuppoſe the Maker of the Univerſe has given the Reitts 
of Nature out of his on Hand, by which its Courſe i#/ mode- 


tated; by which the Elements are actuated or ſuſpended, and 
their Fury either emitted or increaſed ? Is it not he who faith 


to the Ocean, Hitberto ſhalt thou come and no fartber, and here 


Mall thy proud Waves be ftayed'? Are tot his Miniſters Flames of 
Fire? He maketh the Clouds his Chariot, 'and-walketh upan'the 
Wings of the Wind. He is the Maſter and Controuler of every 
Power inherent in every Part of this material Frame; and by 
their Subfervieney to his Will, he doth whatever pleaſeth hin 
in the Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath; in the Seas, and 
in all deep Places. We can never think that the World is left 
to the jarring of unweildy and unguided Elements, which 
would ſoon'reduce it to its original Chaos. Could you believe 
this Fabrick of Heaven and Earth was left to ſuffer the Iſſues 
of blind Chance, you might as rationally attribute to Chance its 
original Formation and Conſtitution. Are the Lives of Men, 
of Mukitudes:of Men, of fo ſmall Value think you, in the Sight 
of elie Father of all Living, as to be left an helpleſs Prey to any 
Accidents or Caſualties whatever, which are not ſubject to his 
own immediate Controul and Management? How much more 
rational and philoſophical, as well as pious and religious, is the 
Doctrine of the holy Scripture, which places a ſupreme Gever- 
nor at the Head of the Univerſe; and aſcribes all its Movements 
to his immediate Finger? With equal Juſtice of Thought and 
Sublimity of Language we are there taught, that the 
« Pillars of the. Eartb are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the Wearld 

pon them: He bindeth the Floods from overflowing, and 
<« again he calleth for the Waters of the Sea, and poureth 4 vom 


« gut upon the Face of the Earth: He maketh the Lightnings 
„with 


EY 


* with the Rain, and bringeth the Wind out of his Treaſures.” 
As attentive and obſequious Servants wait their Lord's Com- 
mand ; thus © Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapour, Wind and 
« Storm, fulfil his Word: He turneth them about by his Coun- 
« ſels, that they may do whatſoever he commandeth them, upon 
te the Face of the World in the Earth: He cauſeth them to 
* come whether for Correction, or for his Land, or for Mercy: 
He overturneth them in his Anger: He ſhaketh the Earth 
out of her Place, and the Pillars thereof tremble.” 


III. An v as fuch dreadful Events, as are this Day deplored, 
15 an Almighty Author; ſo neither are we at a Loſs to 
collect the End and Purpoſe they are intended to ſerve. They 
are to be conſidered as Manifeſtations of His Power and Pre- 
ſence; as Alarms to an indolent and unthinking World; as 
thoſe Judgments of the Lord which being ſent abroad in the Earth 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. The Hea- 
vens indeed declare the Glory of God, and the Firmament 
ſheweth his handy Work : One Day telleth another, and one 
Night certifieth another. 


I'T is hardly to be credited that any rational Mind ſhould 
loſe the Remembrance, or neglect the Reverence of One, who 
giveth the Sun for a Light by Day, the Moon and the Stars for 
a Light by Night. While Seed-time atid Harveſt, Summer 
and Winter, perform their Rounds, no other Evidences, one 
would think, ſhould be required of a Divine Providence; no 
Motive wanting to a devout Gratitude. Or were the ſtill Voice 
of Nature unheard, it might be expected the Sound of the 
Goſpel would excite Attention, and inſpire Religion, © In Jetory 
at wy it might be expected God © ſhould be known, and his 
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Name be great in 1/rael.” But if the regular Succeſſion of 
natural Bleſſings ceaſes to make a due Impreſſion, may it not 
become neceſſary to interrupt their Courſe? If the ſilent Order 
and beautiful Harmony of the World ſhould no longer lead 
the Mind up to the unſeen Author; if the moſt ſingal Evidences 
of a Divinity ſhould be diſregarded becauſe cuftomary and ha- 
bitual ; if the Obſervation of Men ſhould dwell ſo long upon 
a ſtated Courſe of Nature, and a ſucceſſive Revolution of Cauſes 
and Effects, as to forget the Lord that doth* all 1heſe Things : 
When meer Matter and Motion are ſubſtituted by an empty 
Philofophy in the Room of a wiſe Governor of the World; and 
in Conſequence of ſuch impious Principles a generat Corruption 
of Practice Prevails: What then remains, but for God to make 
bare his Arm, in ſome extraordinary Effect of his Almighty 
Power; and awe thoſe by the Severity of his Judgments, who 
would not be won by the Continuance of his Mercies? Is it not 
then Time for 'Thee, Lord, to lay to thine Hand, and make all 
Deſpiſers of thy Authority behold and tremble ? Thus it was; he 
dealt with the old World, deſtroying all Fleſh by a'Flood of 
Waters, becauſe they corrupted their Ways. And with what 
dreadful Plagues was Egypt viſited, for the Wickedneſs of them 
that dwelt therein? Sodom and Gomorrah were Monuments af- 
terwards of his juſt Vengeance, on a filthy and abominable Race 
of Sinners ; and the Land of Canaan was made to ſpue out its In- 
habitants, for their unnatural Luſts and i impious Idolatries. The 
Hiſtory. of the Jews abounds, with many like TInterpoſiti tions of 
divine Vengeance for the Sins of the Nation; and their preſent 
State of Diſperſion into all Lands, is a. laſting and Ggnal Pu- 
niſhment of thar. People for. the Conſummation of all their 
Crimes, in rejecting their Meſſiah, and proſecuting to Death 


the Lord of Life. When Wickedneſs becomes general, it is 
not 
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not to be corrected but by general and remarkable Puniſh- 
ments; ſuch as may command Attention, and excite Amaze- 
ment; ſuch as plainly beſpeak the Almighty Author, and ex- 
tort a Confeſſion from a careleſs World, that it is thy Hand, 
and that thou Lord haſt done it. This is the Light in which it 
behoves us to conſider the deplorable Calamity lately brought 
upon the Earth: Not as an accidental Event, from accidental 
or neceſſary Cauſes z but as the Chaſtiſement of him, who hath 
threatened, that © if Men forſake his Laws, and walk not in his 
& Statutes, he will viſit their Offences with the Rod, and their 
Sin with Scourges.“ 


Wäulrr we hy down. this in general, let us forbear never- 
theleſs to paſs Sentence on the unhappy Victims of this ſad Ca- 
lamity, as if they were Sinners above all Men, becauſe they ſuffer- 
ed ſuch Things, It would be cruel to inſult the miſerable, and 
lay an additional Load of Guilt, upon the Weight of their Suf— 
ferings. Our gracious Maſter has reſtrained ſuch preſumptuous 
Judgment, and ſtrictly forbidden ſuch haſty and uncharitable 
Cenſures. ** Suppoſe ye (ſays he) that thoſe Galilzans were 
* Sinners above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
“Things: I tell you nay; but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
© likewiſe periſh : Or thoſe eighteen on whom the Tower of 
« Siloam fell and flew them; think ye that they were Sinners a- 
« bove all Men that dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell you nay ; but 
s except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh,” It is not for 
us therefore to ſay within ourſelves, the Inhabitants of the City 
of Liſbon were Sinners above all their Neighbours round about, 
and therefore chis Judgment befel them. Who are the greateſt 
Sinners, is known toGod only, who has appointed a Day where- 
in he will reward every Man according to his Works. This 1s 
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not the Time nor the Place for an exact Diſtribution of Rewards 
and Puniſhments. And even in thoſe general Calamities which 
the Governor of the World finds neceſſary to inflict at certain 
Periods, to check the Growth of Wickedneſs, and preſerve the 
Authority of his own Power and Greatneſs, the Righteous are 
mixed with the Wicked, and partake the ſame Fate. They go 
down into the Pit together; though the one “ ſhall riſe again 
<« to the Reſurrection of Life ; but the other to the Reſurrection 
« of Damnation.*”” So that there is no knowing Good and 
Evil by all that is before us; no coming at a certain and infal- 
lible Judgment of the Virtues and Vices of Men by ſuch Events 
as befal them in this Life; but for that we muſt wait for the 
great Day of Accounts; the Day of the Revelation of the 
ee righteous Judgment of God.“ No doubt there was Wicked- 


neſs enough in that City, abounding with Riches and Pleaſures, 


and every Incentive to a luxurious and voluptuous Life: No 
doubt there was Wickedneſs enough to vindicate the Juſtneſs of 
the Fate by which it is overthrown : But had the ſame Calami- 
ty befallen the Metropolis of any other European Kingdom, even 
our own, Could we have pleaded Innocence; or muſt we not 
have own'd that God was righteous in all that he had brought 
upon us? Would not our Iniquities have condemn'd us to our 
Face, and obliged us to confeſs that we received only the due 
Rewards of our Deeds? Let us not then, upon an invidious 
and unjuſtifiable Compariſon, condemn others, or clear ourſelves, 
on Account of a Misfortune which, tho' befallen Them, would 
have been no Injuſtice to us. But let Us make the proper Uſe 
of ſo dreadful a Calamity, by receiving its Admonition to repent, 
leſt we like wiſe periſh. - Tho' the Stroke be levePd more par- 
ticularly at one devoted City, the Effects were felt in many; 
and the Warning is intended to all. In ſome one Place it was 

re- 
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requiſite the Force of the Blow ſhould be collected, in order to 
make its Effects more ſignal, and raiſe a more univerſal Awe 
and Amazement in the Minds of Men. And on what other 
Spot could the dreadful Bolt alight, from whence its Terrors 
would have been ſo extenſively propagated? From what other 
Center would its fatal Circumference have ſpread ſo wide? This 
was a City ſeated in the Heart of Chriſtendom : A common 
Center of commercial Nations. in wFoſe Deſtruction therefore 
the Intereſts of all its Neighbours were involved with its own. 
Let us not then call this dreadful Calamity a peculiar Judgment 
upon Liſbon; a Mark of the Wickedneſs of that City above all 
its Siſter Cities that are round about. Let it rather be thought 
that this one City ſuffers, that the whole Earth periſh not; 
that her Chaſtiſement may be a general Warning, which her 
Commerce and Connections cannot fail to communicate into all 
Countries. If the Stroke has been made principally at the 
Heart, is it not, that the Force and Effect of it may from thence 
be beſt circulated and felt through all Parts and Members of the 
Body? In ſhort, in this Viſitation, we ſee the Work of Omni- 
potence, and hear the Voice of God ſpeaking louder than in 
Thunder, not to one City or People, but by them to all the 
World. Repent, O ye Nations of the Earth, and live, left I 
Pluck you away, and there be none to deliver you! Which brin 88 
us in the laſt Place to thoſe practical Reflections and Reſolutions 
this terrible Cataſtrophe ſhould inſpire, and this Weta * of 
Humiliation muſt inculcate. 


IV. AND firſt we cannot review this moſt tragical Event, 
the Overthrow of this great City, with the other fatal Effects 
attendant on ſo extenſive an Earthquake, without perceiving in 
ourſelves a ſudden and awful Apprehenſion of that omnipotent 


Power 
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Power by whom it was brought to paſs. We are ſtruck with 
Horrour and Amaze at the Effect, which leads us to admire and 
reverence the Cauſe that produced it. I he Greatneſs and Ma- 
jeſty of God, the Dread of bis Anger, and the Terror. of his 
Diſpleaſure are ſet in Array before us: We ſee He can da what- 
ſoever pleaſeth Him in Heaven and in Earth; that all Nature 
is at his Command, every Element ready waiting to obey his 
Orders, and execute his Vengeance. Our Lives, our Fortunes, 
and whatſoever, it it is that may embolden Men to oppoſe His 
Will, are every Moment in his Hand, every Moment ſub- 
ject to his Vigtatiop: And ſhall mortal Man. then preſyme tq 
ſtruggle againſt an all- powerful God ? Shall we venture/to op- 
poſe our Will to his, and ſet his Laws. at Defiance, who, may, 
the next Minute, overwhelm, us with irreſiſtable Beſtruction? 
Shall any of us dare to awaken an Anger, which, has Omnipo- 
tence ready to revenge the Inſult * > Dare you meet the Thunder- 
Bolts of Heaven, and provoke their Rage? What elſe are your 
Oaths and Profanations, your horrid Imprecations , and Curles, 
your Contempt of his Word and Worſhip; what are they but 
as it were Challenges to Heaven to wreak its F ury on your un- 
ballowed Heads? O ye fooliſh and unwiſe among the People, 
who ſee not the Terrors you ſo raſhly encounter! For wha 
6c hath hardened, himſelf againſt him and proſ pered? Who 
« would. not fear Thee, 0 King of, Nations ? Thou even Thou 
nm art to be feared ; and who may LE in thy 55 when e 
att angry? PHT Men 0 hail 
You have, ſecondly, an affecting Inſtance in this dreadſul 
Diſaſter of the Inflabilit y of-alL earthly Things. Power, Riches, 
Picaſure, are the great Objects of worldly Deſire and Adora- 
tion. Behold here theſe Idgls broken, and their Worſhippers 
Hos Con- 
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con founded. The Earth itſelf abidethi not, but is removed out 
of its Place; and when the Foundation is caſt down, what Re- 
hance can you fix on any Thing that is placed upon it? The 
Time will come when Nature ſhall labour in more mighty 
Throws, and Earth ſhall tremble to her inmoſt Center: * When 
all the Bodies incloſed in her Womb ſhall be caſt forth; when 
* the Sea ſhall give up the Dead that are in it; and Death and 
Hell deliber up the Dead that are in thetn. This will be an 
Earthquake we can none of us eſcape; nor the awful Judgment 
to which it is the Prelude. How ſhould our Hearts then be 
affected with the View of ſo tremendous an Event! and . ſee- 
ing all theſe Things ſhall be diſfolved, what Manner of Per- 
1 ſons ought we to be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs? 
What can divert us from thinking on ſo intereſting a Scene, in 
which every one of us muſt bear a Part? What prevents our 
Preparation for it? Can we have any Concerm in this Life equal 
to that final Cataſtrophe „ Any temporal Intereſt ſo weighty as 
dur everlaſting Portion? * See then ye tefuſe not Him that 
« ſpeaketh, Whoſe Voice now indeed has ſhook the Earth, but 
* who hath promiſed,” ſaying, (yet once more I ſhake not the 
« Farth only, but af Heaven; whereby is ſignified: the re- 
<© moving of thoſe Things Which are ſhaken; that thoſe Things 
eich cannot be ſhaken may remain. That . may there- 
« fore in the End of all ſeceive 2 Kingdom which cannot be 
© moved. Let us have Grace at preſent to ſerve God accepta- 
ce bly with Reverence and godly Fear : For out God is à con- 
80 ee Fire.” ö 1 | 480] 103309 212QOasff7 bas Jagt a. 
aid 351 190151, 2ud, ; $19 on * 11.2603. ti 
Tuus affected, ag 12 us this Dlyz and this Moment, 
enter into Reſolutions of repenting of out palk Sins, and living 
for the fature as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, © Let us humble 
OUr- 
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durſelves before Almighty God, who hath ſpared us when' we 
deſerved-Pyniſhtnent. ; and only ſhook the Rod at us, by which 


others have been ſo ſeyerely ſmitten. Let the Riches of. his 


Goodneſs; and Forbearance, and Long: ſuffering, have their na- 
tural Effect in leading us to Repentance. If we look back- 
ward, his Lenity ſhould win us to Obedience: If we look for- 
ward the Clouds gather and darken. our Proſpect; and where 
the riſing Storm may burſt, and on whom the Ruin may fall, 

He only can tell who alone is able to avert it. This then is a 
Time, if ever there be a Time, for every one to be ſerious: 
Let us not only humble our Bodies, by denying them their uſual 


Gratifications of Food and Refreſhment, which is an excellent 


Diſcipline, whereby to gain the Aſcendency of our headſlrong 


Luſts and Appetites, to mortify our Paſfions, and bring the 


Fleſh into Subjection to the Spirit; but let us enter into our 
Hearts, and examine our Lives by the Rule of God's Com- 
mandments: For all that we there find amiſs let our Repentance 
be ſincere; let us lament. and weep, that we ſhould be ſo un- 
grateful to ſo good a God, that we ſhould have been ſo unwor- 
thy of the Chriſtian Name. Let us ſearch and try our Ways, 
and turn unto the Lord our God. Is any Man a Drunkard * let 
him rendunde from this Moment the bewitching Cup, and re- 
ſolve oma ſober: Life, without which he can neither be a religi- 
Ous, nor even n rational Creature. Has any of you been guilty 
of Lewdteſs and Nebauchery ? abhor and loath yourſelves now 
for your Filthineſs and Uncleanneſs; and put on a Purity of 
Thought and Manners becoming the Diſciples of Chriſt. Let 
him that ſtole ſteal no more ; but rather let him labour, working 
with his Hands the Thing that is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth. You that have. been uſed, to curſe 


and blaſpheme, dread I beſtech you the Terrors of Aa e 
whoſe 


n 
whoſe Name you have ſo inſolently prophaned; and for the 
future bleſs. and curſe not. You that have deſpiſed, neglected 
at leaſt, the publick Worſhip of your Maker, oh ! for the Time 
to come be aſhamed of your idle Excuſes, and devoutly preſs 
into his Courts, and lift up your Hands in the Sanctuary, and. 
praiſe the Lord. I mean not to go through a Catalogue of Sins: 
But whatever it be that your Examination diſcovers ; whatever 
be the Sin that moſt eaſily beſets you; whether Pride, or Ma- 
lice, or Envy, or Vanity, or a ſelfiſh, covetous, and worldly 
Spirit; a want of Piety, or want of Charity, ſpare it not; but 
caſt out the Root of Bitterneſs, for it is an accurſed Thing. 
And not content with correcting this or that particular Fault; 
let your whole Conduct be conformed to the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
your Faith ſincere and ſound, and your Practice ſujtably ſetting 
it forth in the Fruits of an upright and godly Life: Every one 
honeſtly and induſtriouſly applying himſelf to fulfil the Duties 
of that Station wherein he 1s placed ; putting off, concerning 
your former Converſation, the old Man which is corrupt accord- 
ing to the deceitful Luſts; and putting on the new Man, which 
after God is created in Righteouſneſs: and true Hblineſs, Let us 
not be content with a cold Performance of outward Duties; but 
let our Hearts be touched with a lively Spirit of uniform and 
affectionate Piety : Let the. ſame Mind be in us which was: alſo 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. All which I moſt earneſtly. pray 
with you for God's Grace, to enable you to perform. May 
that divine Spirit who giveth us both ta will and to do, of his 
good Pleaſure, give theſe Reſolutions their due Effect, in the 
ſanctifying our Hearts and Affections, in reforming and im- 
proving our Lives, and making us all ready, 4 People prepared 
for the Lord. Prepared for whatever may awalt us in the Events 


C 


of 


8) 


of War, which ſeem now at our Doors: That the Corruptiori 

of our Manners may no Way obſtru& that Bleſſing of divine 
Providence on our Fleets and Armies, which the Juſtice of our 
Cauſe may humbly claim from his Merey and Goodneſs; but 
that we may be a People whom the Lord may delight to Favor 5 
and in ſpite of all the Artempts of a perfidious and ambitious 
Enemy, may for ever continue our happy Conſtitution in Church 
and State, a Name and a Praife in the Earth: Prepared at the 
ſame Time for whatever other Calamity may yet he hid in the 
Womb of Futurity : Prepared above all for that important Day, 
* when Chrift Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his 
„mighty Angels in flaming Fire; taking Vengeance on all 
« them that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
ce Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord. But then bleſſed 
ſhall be every faithful Servant of Chriſt, every true and ſincere 
Penitent, who ſhall lift up their Heads with Joy, and receive 
<« a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken; a Crown of Glory that 
ti fadeth not away; eternal in the Heavens.“ To which hap- 
py and peaceable Region; to which immoveable and everlaſting 
State of Bliſs and Glory, may the infinite Mercy of God, con · 
duct us all ſafely through all the Changes and Chances, through 
all the Alarms and Dangers, through all Temptations and Trials, 
through every varying Scene of this our earthly Pilgrimage; 
and fix us for ever in his own Preſence, where is Fullneſs of Joy, 
and at whoſe Right- -hand j is Pleaſure for evermore. | 


To Cod the Father, God the Sen, and God the Holy Gheſ, be 
aſcribed all Glory, Might, Mie and Adoration, now ang 
for evermore. 
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